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In almost all European cities there are large palaces, building complexes, or
agglomerations that constitute whole pieces of the city and whose function now
is no longer the original one. When one visits a monument of this type, for exam-
ple the Palazzo della Ragione in Padua, one is always surprised by a series of
questions intimately associated with it. In particular, one is struck by the mul-
tiplicity of functions that a building of this type can contain over time and how
these functions are entirely independent of the form. At the same time, it is pre-
cisely the form that impresses us; we live it and experience it, and in turn it
structures the city.
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